Will the Real J.J. Johnson Please Stand Up? 

Clearing the air by a Sierra Times Reader - 04.10.01 


I read your editorials in the Sierra Times with great pleasure and frequently 
laugh out loud at some of your obvious humor, but more often than not, at the 
laughable reality of what you have to say. 

The purpose of this letter is twofold. First is to thank you for your frankness and courage to 
speak your mind on tough topics in an open forum and, second, to ask if you're for real. 

The reason for the second question is that you are a black American (I know you said you 
didn't want to be black anymore - sorry, but I did refer to you as an American without 
prefix) and I am thunderstruck that you could so openly defend southern heritage to 
include the southern cross/Confederate battle flag, et al. In these sad times of cynicism 
toward someone apparently preferring a good gesture, I find it difficult to believe that 
you are a southern heritage advocate unless you are being paid well to be a "black front¬ 
man" for southern heritage, or that you are using a clever tack to further incite the 
philosophical differences between southern heritage folk and others as well as between 
black and white by appearing to be in favor of southern heritage. 

I'm sorry. I know you are probably very offended at this point (maybe you're smiling 
because onto you) but your points of view and the language of your writing is so fresh and 
inspirational that spiritual caution is the 

better part of valor in this case. If what you espouse is what's genuinely in your heart, then 
I am one of your biggest fans. If what you offer is just editorial fodder to stir up discussion, 
then you are just another 

member of the media. My American and Southern heart wants to believe that you are the 
"real deal". 

In any case, if you really believe what you write in your pro-southern heritage editorials, 
you are a rare hero and you command my deepest respect. If you are of the other ilk, then 
I will take your writings to heart and use what they contain as my own (because they are 
inspiring and full of pro-southern/American ammo) to use in my personal support to larger 
causes, not the least of which is saving the MS state flag. 

If you are sincere: 

My deepest respect, Bob Liepelt 

If you are false: 

Signed, Bob Liepelt 

Bob, 

This should make you smile: We also get feedback here from black folks refusing to believe 
that I'm really black at all - just two white guys disguised as a black man. It seems too 
many people think that political opinions are shared among those with the same skin color. 

Couldn't that be called 'racism'? 

Now here's the bigger question: Why is it that people think that a black man could not 
support southern heritage? Has this issue become so divisive that person of different races 




have to disagree? 

Only if that's the goal all along. 

If you read the Dixie State Sponsored Media, there are only two sides to the issue - the 
black side and the racist side. There isn't even a middle ground anymore - to them. But 
take away the so-called racist/slavery argument, where are groups like the ACLU defending 
southern folks' for Freedom of Speech? (not that they would even want their help). No, in 
the new south, white people are openly discriminated against, are told they can't even say 
think or believe certain things. As a black man, if I am to be against discrimination in all 
forms, not speaking out against what is happening in the country today would be 
hypocritical to say the least. 

Even if I didn't agree with the cause of Southern Heritage, who am I to say that battle 
reenactments should be banned? Who am I to say that the lawful process should be 
bypassed because a few people may 'feel' offended? Who am I to say that symbols the 
haven't bothered anyone for over a century are suddenly offensive? This behavior is un- 
American, yet it continues everyday. Does the NAACP's war against the Confederacy do 
anything to 'advance' colored people? Of course not - it only fans the flames of racism 
giving such groups a reason to exist. 

Again, putting the common arguments aside, while it looks like black activists are making 
all the noise over the issue, the media (mostly controlled by whites) are the ones driving 
the issue down everyone's throats, 

and doing whatever they can to cause controversy. Both sides should look at the can of 
worms they are opening up if this left-wing agenda is allowed to succeed. 

If for example, the issue of 'reparations' for blacks is even given serious attention (which it 
shouldn't), here are a few groups in the United States that have even more justified 
grievances: 

Indians - they suffered genocide worse than the holocaust 
Eskimos - land stolen - given no rights until recently 

Hawaiian and Pacific Islanders - ditto 

Hispanics: Some historical experts say they have legitimate claims to the entire 
Southwestern US. 

Texans - Were never compensated for being forced into the Union 
Women - were not allowed to vote until 1920 

Irish - suffered under open discrimination and involuntary servitude for years. At times 
were barred from entering the United States 

German Americans - many had businesses destroyed due to outrage during World War II 
Appalachians - still suffer under discrimination today 

Italians - all considered suspect by J. Edgar Hoover's FBI for possible Mafia ties. 

Mormons - were chased, tortured, and even killed by the U.S. government in the 1800's - 
with no apology. 

And today, the worst case of open discrimination is conducted against Christians. 

Wanna talk about "Reparations"? 

This is the Pandora's box that is being opened by blacks pushing the 'reparations' agenda. 
Some on the above list have much more of a grievance than Black Americans. Based on 
the black justification for reparations, I 


could conceivably sue the black race for my ancestors NOT going back to Africa after 
emancipation. By them staying here in the United States, they subjected their ancestors 
(myself included) to all the suffering they claim. Make sense, doesn't it? 

I'm not one of these pie-in-the-sky guys wanting some type of dialogue over the whole 
Confederate issue. I'd rather they just left the Confederacy alone. It's not about hate, it's 
about heritage. As a black man, I do not 

stand alone defending the Southern Cause. In fact, some of the most vocal statesmen on 
Southern Heritage happen to be black as well. You see, speaking out against racism should 
not be a one-sided issue. Racism is racism. Bigotry is bigotry. And I have a dream that one 
day, large numbers of people will walk hand in hand regardless of race and say... 

Enough is Enough. 

J.J. Johnson 

Recommended reading: 

A Eulogy for the Civil Rights Movement In Remembrance of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 
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